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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method of testing at least a first ke mcork stopper and a second 
ftemcork stopper for the presence of an analvte thai causes cork taint in wine, comprising 
the steps of; 

a) moving the first ttem cork stopper to a first position; 

b) moving a first sensor to a second position proximate said first position, said first 
sensor being opcratively configured to detect the presence of the analyte; 

c) determining via said first sensor whetheT the analyte is present in/on the first +*emcork 
stopper : 

d) moving the first jtem cork stopper out of said first position; 

e) moving said first sensor out of said second position; 

f) moving a second fto frcork stopper into said first position; 

g) moving a second sensor to said second position, said second sensor operatively 
configured to detect the presence of the analyte; and 

h) determined via said second sensor whether the analyte is present in/on the second 
rte mcork stopper . 

2. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim l ? wherein isach of the firal and 
second itcmo in q cork ptopperfrrthcr cqroprjgjng tlK steps pf provjd in&.ft jlw-alto f 
batches of cork stoppers and testing each and every cork stopper in said plurality of 
batches in the manner of steps ajzh) . 

3. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 31, wherein the analyte comprises 
TCA. 

4. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 1 , wherein each of said first and 
second sensors is an electronic nose oper ativel y configured to sense TCA . 
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5. (Original) A method according to claim 4, wherein step c includes moving a fluid from 
the first item to the first sensor. 

6. (Original) A method according to claim 5, wherein step c includes blowing said fluid 
from the first item to the first sensor. 

7. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 1 > further comprising prior to slap u 
placing said first sensor in communication with sensor electronics substantially only 
when said first sensor is in sai d first position. 

8. (Original) A method according to claim 7, wherein the step of placing said first sensor 
in communication with said sensor electronics includes contacting a plurality of probes 
with a plurality of leads that are each in electrical communication with said first sensor. 

9. (Currently Amended) A method of testing a cork stopper for the presence of an analyte 
that causes cork taint in w ine, comprising the steps of: 

a) providing an electronic nose operatively configured for detecting the presence of the 
analyte; 

b) moving the cork stopper to a first position; 

c) causing a fluid to move a portion of the analyte, if present, from the cork stopper to 
said electronic nose; and 

d) sensing via said electronic nose whether the analyte is present. 

10. (Original) A method according to claim 9, wherein the analyte is TCA. 

1 1 . (Currently amended) A method of testing at least a first item and a second item for the 
presence of an analyte, comprising the steps of: 

a) providing a plurality of sensors operatively configured for sensing the presence of the 
analyte; 
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b) providing sensor electronics operatively configured to make each of said plurality of 
sensors operational for sensing the presence of the analyte; 

c) moving a first one of said plurality of sensors to a location proximate the first item; 

d) placing said first one of said plurality of sensors into communication with said sensor 
electronics substantially only when said first one of said plurality of sensors is in said 
location so as to make said first one of said plurality of sensors operational; 

e) testing the first item for the presence of the analyte using said llrsl one of said 
plurality of sensors : 

f) moving a second one of said plurality of sensors to a -said location proximate th e 
second item ; 

g) placing said second one of said plurality of sensors into communication with said 
sensor electronics substantially only when said first one of said plurality of sensors is 
in said location so as to make said second one of said plurality of sensors operational; 
and 

eh) testing the second item for the presence of the analyte using said second one of said 
plurality of sensors . 

1 2. (Original) A method according to claim 1 1 , wherein each of steps d and g includes 
contacting a plurality of probes with a plurality of leads that are each in electrical 
communication with the corresponding one of said first and second sensors. 

13. (Currently Amended) An apparatus tor testing each one of a plurality of jtem cork 
stopper s for the presence of an analyte that causes cork tai nt in wine, comprising: 

a) a plurality of sensors, each operatively configured for detecting the analyte that 
ca uses cork taint in wine: 

b) a first system that moves each one of said plurality of kera cork stopper s, in seriating 
to a first position; 

c) a second system that moves each one of said plurality of sensors, in seriatim, to a 
second position located proximate said first position; and 
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d) a controller operatively connected to said second system and operatively configured 
to cause said second system to move anoiher one of said plurality of sensors inio said 
second position each time said first system moves one of said plurality of item cork 
st opper s into said first position. 

14. (Original) An apparatus according to claim 13, wherein each of said plurality of sensors 
comprises an electronic nose. 

15. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to claim 14, further comprising a third 
system for moving a fluid so as to move at least a portion of the analyle, if present, from 
the one of said plurality of tte fflcork stopper s located at said first position to the one of 
said plurality of sensors located at said second position. 

16. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to claim 13, wherein each of said 
plurality of itemco fc rk_stoppc B rs is either accepted or rejected based upon the non- 
presence/presence of the analyte, the apparatus further comprising a fourth system for 
diverting rejected ones of said plurality of rtemfiQ^sLopijgrs. 

17. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to claim 13, wherein said first system 
comprises a conveyor that conveys each of said plurality of ite mcork stopper s to said first 
position. 

18. (Original) An apparatus according to claim 17, wherein said conveyor includes a 
flexible web. 

19. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to claim 18, wherein said flexible web 
includes a plurality of receivers each configured to receive a corresponding one of said 
plurality of ito mcork stopper s. 
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20. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to claim 1 3, wherein said second system 
comprises a linear conveyor that conveys each of said plurality of eeweyefs-sensors to 
said second position. 

21 . (Original) An apparatus according to claim 20, wherein said conveyor comprises a 
flexible web, each of said plurality of sensors being secured to said flexible web. 

22. (Original) An apparatus according to claim 13, wherein said second system recycles 
said plurality of sensors. 

23. (Original) An apparatus according to claim 13, wherein each one of said plurality of 
sensors is a single-use sensor. 

24. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to claim 13, further comprising sensor 
electronics and wherein each of said plurality of sensors is in electrical communication 
with said sensor electronics when located onjyisubstantially in said second position. 

25. (Original) An apparatus according to claim 1 3, further comprising sensor electronics 
operatively configured to, in seriatim, make each of said plurality of sensors operational 
for sensing the presence of the analyte. 

26. (Original) An apparatus according to claim 25, wherein said sensor electronics includes 
a plurality of probes and each one of said plurality of sensors including a plurality of 
leads for contacting said plurality of probes, the apparatus further comprising a fourth 
system that moves at least one of said plurality of probes and one of said plurality of 
probes so that said plurality of probes and said plurality of leads contact one another. 

27. (New) An apparatus according to claim 13, wherein each of said plurality of sensors is 
operatively configured to sense TCA. 

[THE REST OF THIS PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK] 
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